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Ernst Pfister, Minister of Economic Affairs, awarded the Prize for Innovation of Baden-Württemberg to Strasser Maschinenbau GmbH

Strasser, the automation specialist from Weingarten, Germany, received the 2009 Dr. Rudolf Eberle Prize for the innovative MecLock Safety System for use on machines and assembly work stations. The simple and yet brilliant invention of delay-free safety equipment pushed its way through 81 candidates and was awarded the prize. During an official ceremony in the “Stuttgarter Haus der Wirtschaft” (Stuttgart House of the Economy), Strasser was presented the prize of 10,000 euros directly from the Minister of Economic Affairs, Ernst Pfister.

Strasser GmbH developed a mechanical safety technology with the so-called MecLock Safety System, which increases personal safety in comparison to conventional solutions, such as light barriers, light curtains or electronic sensing edges, and at the same time increases productivity of the machine. Right in the background of the new machinery directive 2006/42/EC coming into effect on December 29, 2009, Strasser shows with this innovation that both operator safety and machine productivity can be significantly improved by using MecLock technology.  The TÜV tested MecLock safety doors and movable guards are used, for example, in welding lines, presses or assembly equipment.

The Dr. Rudolf Eberle Prize is presented to small and medium sized companies in Baden-Württemberg for exemplary innovative products, processes and technological services. It is one of the first prizes that was presented in Germany for innovation and celebrates its 25th year anniversary this year.

Strasser Maschinenbau GmbH

Strasser Maschinenbau GmbH was founded in 1996 in Weingarten and has stood for new ideas in the area of automation technology and machine design since its very beginning Based on the first modular profile systems made of steel and stainless steel, Strasser offers a comprehensive range of automation components. The spectrum of products ranges from base profiles, to preassembled machine frames and even complete conveyor systems or linear systems. Furthermore, with MecLock safety equipment, Strasser is a leader in the area of machine safety and machine protection.
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Presentation of the Innovation Prize by Ernst Pfister (Minister of Economic Affairs in Baden-Württemberg) to Strasser Maschinenbau GmbH
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Excellence - Ernst Pfister, Minister of Economic Affairs, awards MecLock Safety System as the most innovative solution in the area of industrial safety technology.
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MecLock technology with mechanical contact bar stops the safety equipment without delay – even with high closing speeds.
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The MecLock system enables maximum speed compared to conventional systems with electrical contact strips. In contrast to electrical sensing edges, MecLock stops even during total power failure (independent falling of the door).
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When using MecLock safety systems the machine operator can work closer to the danger zone (shatter protection). In contrast to light barriers, the loading time of parts is shorter and machine downtime due to accidental reaching into the light barrier is omitted.

[image: image6.png]



MecLock safety door for installation in welding lines, presses, laser cells, testing or machine tool.
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MecLock lifting pillar for reliable and productive personal protection at assembly stations, manual work stations and test equipment.
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